PROTECT THE SHARKS OF THE BAHAMAS PETITION

Recognizing that The Bahamas has a reputation as the "Shark Diving Capital of the World" and
that every part of The Bahamas economy gains support from shark divers traveling to our country;

Noting that as top predators, sharks maintain the balance of the ecosystem and their loss could
cause irreversible damage to the ocean;

Building upon our culture and history of conservation, particularly the ban of longline gear,
The Bahamas is one of the few remaining countries where healthy shark populations still exist;

Acknowledging that globally shark population have decline dramitcally;

Understanding that sharks are especially susceptible to overfishing, because they grow slowly,
mature late and have few young; and

Accepting the advice of scientists and experts that shark fishing is an unsustainable activity and
that stronger shark protection is needed,;

We, the undersigned, do hereby ask the Government of The Bahamas,
To prohibit the exportation of, commercial fishing and selling of any shark, shark part or shark

product within the Commonwealth of the Bahamas.
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